Colligue: A Closer Look July 2009

Here’s a boy with five small barley loaves and smaall fish, but how far will they go among so manjéhn 6:9

This month we ask our
Partners to be in prayer
with us regarding:

Father’'s Day Celebration

Holiday celebrations are a special time for OSAdese it
gives us a chance to unite the families in the yanogand share
something that they would not do on their own. Muasn work
6 days a week here, and Sunday is for soccer tain friends,
drinking, chicken fights, or sitting around the Beu OSA is
trying to break this mold, encouraging familiespznd time
together. Father's Day was a chance for the csuplspend
quality time together, enjoying one another’s conmypaEven
most of the single mothers came out to suppotiénevent.

To reciprocate the special treatment the fatheve tfaem
for Mothers Day, the ladies took care of all thegarations.
They purchased more chicken than | had ever semy ilife,
marinated it Peruvian style, and peeled potatoelfmer than
I'd like to imagine. A group of four mothers, dascluded, set
up the tents. They struggled with the set up dindwghed
together as they had to rebuild it several timesbse the
incorrect connections fell apart. It was nicede the mothers al
working together out of love for their partners.

Once the fathers arrived we all embarrassed owseatva
few activities such as musical chairs, the limbogating contest
and a race with our partners. | began to feehaesef
community developing within the group as they laegjlvith one
another and encouraged others in the games. Tieygpod
laugh when | fell over backwards in the limbo cetteA group
of fathers was pitted against a group of mothedsray partner
was a lady no taller than my sternum. Needlesayoshe could
almost walk under the rope upright while | was dedtover
backwards!

It's encouraging to us to see the couples comeliege
like this. One couple was together in an eventHerfirst time
since separating a few months ago. A few fatheose not to
come and some worked, please continue to keepithgour
prayers. In the end we sang Happy Birthday tie INlicol who
lives here at OSA House with her family. She tdrdeand is
one of Joshua’s favorite playmates.

July’s Thought...
Since we live by the Spirit,
let us Reep in step with the
Spirit. Let us not become
conceited, provoking and

envying each other.

Galatians 5:25
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A Better Foundation — Chris an(| have been learning as we go w
respect to God’s will for our work here in Colliqu&wo weeks ago a
situation abruptly presented itself to us and Weitfevas a chance to
minister to a young couple. This couple is striugghnd going through
some difficult times as the father has moved ok are listening for
God’s guidance as we show what the Bible says abauatiage, and sharf
what we have experienced as a couple to help thaom our
conversations, it appears we are the only couplg tiave talked with
about their conflicts. It's clear they desire wllstened to and appreciat
the chance to discuss it in a non-hostile settBighken marriages are an
all too frequent tragedy here. We're thankful Ged lgiven us this
opportunity to pray and share with this coupleeaBE pray with us for
this couple, that the Lord will give us the wisdamd humility to work
through this with them, that He will open their Hedo dealing with the
difficult talk of rebuilding a marriage with God #® foundation, and tha
their children would see His love for them durihgde difficult times.

A Time of Reflection

For about 12 weeks now, | have been sharing imaprecious time with
some women of the community. God has done an agamnk with what
started out as a play group and turned it intoldeBstudy for mothers-
young and old. From that group, two other womerehjained. Even
though we are a small group, the Lord has realhyedsome transforming.
We started the group using Mother Wise, a videdeBstudy with
discussion questions by Denise Glenn, it has réan a blessing. It has
helped our group become cohesive and understamdiitg building a
confidence between us as members. Also, it hasitaisgwhere to start in
our lives as mothers and what God expects fronfws. of the women in
the group are a mother and daughter-in-law andstieen amazing to see
them learn from each and actually listen to thedshneeds which were
lacking. | have seen the Lord bring them closer taral better

"1 understanding of each other, even though theyhstile difficult moments.

They can see how they are as mothers/wives andien\inow they want
to be. Our newest member is very young in her féith searching for
God in her life and wants Him to help her transfam way she is living.
The best thing is that God has brought us togetinere all at different
places in our walk with the Lord, but His timingshiaeen perfect and | see
these women strengthening and becoming womentbf fale really have
seen clearly what Jesus teache®laithew 18:20 “For where two or
three come together in my name, there am | witmth&od has been
standing by these women and guiding them to tdaaih families. They
all have family situations where the husband daddsm out his faith, it is
more just a means of cultural identification withtGolicism. | see the
Lord working in these women to reach their husbamldigh is a very
difficult feat. However slow the process, it is @réo see the joy in their
hearts when they reach a certain understandingtahgough to their
husbands on how important it is for their relatiipsand family to have
the Lord as part of their family. This week the leamork is to choose a
verse from Proverbs 31:10-31 that we are to workmhtry to add to our
lives as women, wives and mothers. Please praynat| will remember
and be conscious that we are working on this tmbee Christ-like in our
walk, and to share God’s love with our familieded®e pray that God will
continue to guide them, protect them, and fill thiees spiritually.



